Cultural Importance of Leirroom in
Traditional Meitei Marriage

Introduction

Marriage is not only a union of two people but also a union of traditions and cultures. In
traditional Meitei marriages, one important cultural element is the Leirroom, a sacred shawl
connected with the Tangkhul community. This case study explains its importance, origin,
and role in marriage ceremonies.

Background

The Leirroom (also called Leirroom am or Leirroom ph) is a special shawl used during
traditional Meitei wedding ceremonies. It represents blessings, protection, and cultural
respect for the bride. The tradition shows the long-standing relationship between the Meitei
people living in the valley and the Tangkhul people living in the hills.

Cultural Significance

The Leirroom is considered a sacred and valuable gift. It is usually presented to the bride as
a symbol of love, protection, and good wishes for her new married life. The shawl reflects
unity and brotherhood between two communities. It shows how cultural traditions help
maintain strong social relationships.

Traditional Origin

According to traditional belief, the Leirroom was first given during marriage ceremonies as a
gift from the "elder brother" community, which refers to the Tangkhuls, to the Meitei
community. This tradition shows respect and strengthens historical ties between the two
groups.



Usage in Marriage Ceremony

Apart from its symbolic meaning, the Leirroom is also used practically. It can be used as a
blanket or bed cover for the bride. This represents warmth, care, and support from family
and society towards the bride as she begins her new life.

Role in Engagement Ceremony

During the Waroipot (engagement ceremony), another cultural item called Nungbi pottery
may also be used. This pottery is made in Nungbi village, which is famous for its skilled
craftsmanship. The use of this pottery further highlights the cultural connection between
the two communities.

Conclusion

The Leirroom is more than just a shawl. It represents cultural unity, respect, blessings, and
historical relationships between communities. Through traditions like this, marriage
ceremonies become important cultural celebrations that preserve heritage and strengthen
social bonds.



